
August 2, 2016 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners were in 

attendance.   

Chairman Jacobson asked if there were any additions to the agenda.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a 

motion to approve the agenda.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 21st board meeting.  Motion was seconded 

by Commissioner Gunderson and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Bommersbach brought forward discussion on budget meetings and it was decided that the first 

budget meetings would be held the afternoon of August 18th.  The Auditor’s Office will be getting budget 

information out to the departments this week.   

Garry Johanson, Environmental Service Officer, was in to update the board on all of the activities in his office for 

the first half of 2016.   

Mr. Johanson also presented an Emergency Management Performance Grant for 2016 to the board for 

approval.  The grant would be in the amount of $16,064.00 and require matching funds from the county.  

Commissioner Redland mad a motion to approve the EMPG grant in the amount of $16,064 with the matching 

requirement.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Jerilyn Swenson, County Highway Engineer, presented her agenda.  Ms. Swenson noted that a Pre-Construction 

meeting was held with Knife River Materials on August 1st at the Highway Department.   Knife River will be 

setting up their plant near the end of August and paving is to begin the week of September 5th with completion 

date of September 23rd.   

Jerilyn also informed the board that the sidewalk project in Perley started yesterday, August 1st, and is being 

done by J & M Concrete of Hawley.   

Jerilyn also updated the board that they had ordered the overhead doors for the Highway Department building.   

There was some discussion on generator maintenance and it was felt that the board needed to meet with those 

departments involved so that everyone was on the same page with the maintenance of the generator.   

Auditor Hanson informed the board that the Office of the State Auditor has informed her that the county must 

have a Procurement Policy in place before year end.  It was suggested that she contact neighboring counties to 

see if any of them already have a policy in place and if they would share what they have so that we would have 

an idea of how we might want to proceed with this.  It was also suggested that the Association of Counties might 

also be helpful with creating this policy.   

Auditor Hanson also presented the board with a resolution to request approval from the Minnesota Department 

of Natural Resources for the sale of properties that have forfeited to the State of Minnesota for non-payment of 

taxes.   Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to adopt resolution CR-08-02-2016-1.  Commissioner Hall 

seconded the motion and upon roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays, a copy of which is on file in the 

Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.     

Robert Baden of the Department of Natural Resources presented information to the board for review of 

proposed state land acquisition.  The land in question is located in sections 25 and 26 of Fossum Township and 

involves 240 acres.  This acquisition would become part of the Faith State Wildlife Management Area.  After 

much discussion, Commissioner Hall made a motion to adopt resolution CR-08-02-2016-2 to allow the 

Department of Natural Resources to purchase the property in Fossum Township.  Commissioner Gunderson 

seconded the motion and upon roll call vote all voted in favor.   A copy of the resolution is on file in the Auditor-

Treasurer’s Office.   

Sheriff Jeremy Thornton approached the board regarding the purchase and installation of ARMER 800 

equipment in the amount of $65,786.00 for the Dispatch Center.   Jeremy stated that the funds would come 

from the 911 fund with reimbursement after the equipment was purchased and installed.  Commissioner Hall 

made a motion to approve the purchase and installation of the ARMER 800 equipment.  Commissioner 

Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Sheriff Thornton also informed the board that there 

would be additional expense for the purchase of two portable units and one mobile unit.  He will be putting the 

mobile unit into his 2017 budget but felt that he would be purchasing the two portable units at $5,100 each 

from this year’s budget.   



James Brue, County Attorney, informed the board of continuing issues in Home Lake Township with the ART’s 

Trail.   

John Rosenberger, Veteran’s Service Officer, presented a grant contract with the Minnesota Department of 

Veterans Affairs for a Veterans Service Office Operational Enhancement Grant.  Mr. Rosenberger informed the 

board that this is a yearly grant that he has received in the past and would like to participate in the grant again.  

Commissioner Redland made a motion to adopt resolution CR-08-02-2016-3.  Commissioner Gunderson 

seconded the motion and upon roll call vote the resolution passed unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on 

file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   

Commissioner Redland made a motion to pay the following bills: 

Revenue 18,603.56 Road & Bridge 33,958.01 Building Fund 22,427.37 

Public Health 88.58  Solid Waste   129.90  County Homes  360.00  

  Total 75,567.42 

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to close the meeting at 11:20 a.m. to evaluate Jill Murray, Assessor, as 

per her request subject to the Board Authority pursuant to MN Statute 13 D.05 Subd. 3(a).  Commissioner 

Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Teri Taylor, HR Coordinator, was in for the closed 

session.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to adjourn the closed session at 11:29 a.m. and reopen 

the regular session.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Redland made a motion to appoint Jill Murray as County Assessor for a four year term beginning 

January 1, 2017.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson adjourned the meeting at 11:32 a.m. 

 

              

Steve Jacobson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor/Treasurer 


